
London Agreement reduces translation costs 

The London Agreement relating to the European Patent Convention (EPC) 

entered into force on May 1, 2008. 

It is applicable to all European patents in respect of which the mention of 

the grant will be published after May 1, 2008.  

The London Agreement stipulates that translations of European patents 

must be filed as follows: 

Signatory states of the London 

Agreement requiring no translation 
according to Article 1 (1) London 

Agreement:  

- France 

- Germany 
- Liechtenstein 

- Luxembourg 

- Monaco 

- Switzerland 
- United King-

dom 

Signatory states of the London 
Agreement requiring an English 

translation of the patent specification 
according to Article 1 (2) London 

Agreement: 

- Croatia 
- Denmark  

- Finland 
- Hungary 

 

- Iceland 
- Netherlands 

- Sweden 

Signatory states of the London 

Agreement requiring a translation of 

the claims into their official language 
according to Article 1 (3) London 

Agreement: 

- Croatia 

- Denmark  

- Finland  
- Hungary 

- Iceland  
- Latvia  

 

- Lithuania 

- Macedonia  

- Netherlands 
- Slovenia 

- Sweden 

Non-signatory states of the London 

Agreement requiring a full translation 
of the patent into their official lan-

guage: 

 

- Albania 

- Austria 
- Belgium 

- Bulgaria 

- Cyprus 
- Czech Republic  

- Estonia 
- Greece 

- Ireland 
- Italy  

- Malta  

- Norway 
- Poland 

- Portugal 

- Romania 
- San Marino 

- Serbia 
- Slowakia 

- Spain 
- Turkey 

 

 
Munich  

February 1, 2012 
 

 
 

If you have questions, please contact: 
 

Patent Law Firm  Tel: ++49-89-38 999 80 

v. Bezold & Partner  Fax: ++49-89-38 999 850 
Akademiestraße 7  info@sombez.com 

80799 Munich (Germany)  www.ip-firm.de 


